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CLAIMS : 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method in a data processing system for managing a 
camera in a mobile communications unit, the method 
comprising: 

determining if a location of the mobile 
communications unit in a selected area; and 

in response to the mobile communications unit being 
in the selected area, sending a signal, wherein the 
signal causes at least one camera function in the mobile 
communications unit to be limited or disabled. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the sending step 
comprises : 

broadcasting the signal within the selected area. 

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the sending step 
comprises : 

transmitting the signal over a wireless transmission 
device . 

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the mobile 
communications unit is one of a digital phone or a 
personal digital assistant. 

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one 
camera function is selected from one of operation of the 
camera to take a picture, selecting picture resolutions, 
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an ability to record audio, an ability to record video, 
or a flash function in the camera. 

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected area is 
one of a museum, theme park, concert hall, or a meeting 
room. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the determining step 
includes : 

identifying the location of the mobile 
communications unit using at least one of a global 
positioning system, a triangulation process, and a 
wireless transmission . 

8. A method in a data processing system for managing a 
mobile communications unit having a camera, the method 
comprising: 

monitoring for a presence of the mobile 
communications unit within a selected area; and 

sending picture information for the camera to the 
mobile communications unit if the mobile communications 
unit is present in the selected area. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein the sending step 
comprises : 

sending picture information that includes at least 
one of a location for taking a picture of interest and 
settings for taking the picture. 
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10. The method of claim 8, wherein the sending step 
comprises : 

sending picture information that includes a command 
that disables the camera and an offer to download a 
picture to the mobile communications unit for a fee. 

11. A mobile communications unit comprising: 
a digital phone module; and 

a camera module having a set of camera functions, 
wherein at least one of the camera functions is disabled 
in response to receiving a selected signal. 

12. The mobile communications unit of claim 11, wherein 
the set of camera functions includes at least one of 
operation of the camera to take a picture, resolutions of 
pictures taken by the camera, an ability to record audio, 
an ability to record video, and a flash function in the 
camera. 

13 . A computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for managing a camera in a mobile communications 
unit, the computer program product method comprising: 

first instructions for determining if a location of 
the mobile communications unit is in a selected area; and 

second instructions, responsive to the mobile 
communications unit being in the selected area, for 
sending a signal, wherein the signal causes at least one 
camera function in the mobile communications unit to be 
limited or disabled. 
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14. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the second instructions causes the signal to be broadcast 
within the selected area. 

15. The computer program product of claim 13, second 
instructions cause the signal to be sent over a wireless 
transmission device. 

16. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the mobile communications unit is one of a digital phone 
or a personal digital assistant. 

17. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the at least one camera function is selected from one of 
operation of the camera to take a picture, selecting 
picture resolutions, an ability to record audio, an 
ability to record video, or a flash function in the 
camera . 

18. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the selected area is one of a museum, theme park, concert 
hall, or a meeting room. 

19. The computer program product of claim 13, wherein 
the first instructions identifies the location using at 
least one of a global positioning system, a triangulation 
process, and a wireless transmission. 
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20. A data processing system for managing a camera in a 
mobile communications unit, the data processing system 
comprising: 

determining means for determining if a location of 
the mobile communications unit is in a selected area; and 

sending means, responsive to the mobile 
communications unit being in the selected area, for 
sending a signal, wherein the signal causes at least one 
camera function in the mobile communications unit to be 
limited or disabled. 



